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The Important and Problem

 

Due to the changes caused by Globalization and that enacted by the Ministry of Education across South East Asia (also known as CIMEO) in order to set the gear in action towards achieving the target of managing education for the citizens living under the banner of UNESCO; as well as perfecting the ASEAN Community within the year 2015 by giving importance to developing the South East Asian workforce to encourage understanding of cultures and traditions. There is a need to develop a united front in being part of the ASEAN community and to fulfill the target in managing education for consistent development within the United Nations. Among an atmosphere of differences whether it be in races, thoughts, beliefs, cultures or long-held traditions, conflicts may arise at all levels- nationally, regionally and globally.

 

In order to enhance the potential of the general population of Thailand as a whole and thus allowing our people to bond and move in coordination with their counterparts in neighboring countries, Thailand under the direction of the Ministry of Education had devised an approach which aims to improve the educational standard for all youths around the country to be well equipped since the basic level. This approach towards the said development can be identified and used as an additional standard through the basic general curriculums issued in 2008 by the Ministry of Education.

 

The standard of leading life in a diverse society at the basic-most educational standard hopes to create a pilot project for which to plant good conscience in co-existence to live in a diverse society with happiness and to pinpoint the quality needed for learners of all age/ at differing stages in their life. This support and supervision concerning basic education is intended for present-day Thai youths so that they can one day become the good-hearted and efficient citizens of their country; with skills and potential to live together in peace and creatively seeking to help one another. Most importantly, they must be able to follow the pace of the world, which continues to evolve ever so quickly. Many of them will need to master the skills needed in becoming good and suitable leaders in the future.

 Research question

 

What should the standards for leading life in a diverse society for the basic level of education consist of? And in what forms should it be made available for use?

 

Objective of this research

 

The objectives of the research were to study and design standards for leading life in a diverse society for the basic level of education within varying communities.

 

Benefits from this research

 

1. Gain the knowledge needed in developing standards for leading life in a diverse society for a strong foundation in basic education. 

2. Give guidelines to the Basic Education Commission as to develop standards for leading life in a diverse society for a strong foundation in basic education, in the coming future.

 
Scope of Study

 

1. This research aims to study and develop new standards for leading life in a diverse society for a strong foundation in basic education, through exploring societal needs. 

2. The target group for this research is the citizens of Thailand from varying fields of occupations, with no less than 10 years of profession. 

3. The sample group represents the whole population and be selected by means of Purposive Sampling. 

4. Time for studying and collecting data was carried out between January and December 2010. 

Terminology

 

1. Development means to adjust and modify to make better an old system or to recreate it in a way that has not been attempted before; so that it can be used later on into the future. 

2. The standards for leading life in a diverse society means the behavioral approach or performance expected to inhabit, to be displayed materially or through their behaviors by Thai youths in the future; with the emphasis on living together peacefully despite differences. 

3. Basic Educational Standards mean the levels of education for Thai youths consist of Formal, Non-Formal, and Informal Education.

 

Literature Review

Moving forward under the research slogan of developing standards for leading life in a diverse society for a Basic Educational Standard. On this occasion, researchers have studied and reviewed documents and research related publications and can be categorized as following:

 

Educational standards

 

The Educational ACT of the year 1999 (2nd) and of the year 2002 has given definition for the educational standard under Clause 4 that it refers to the requirements concerning the characteristics as well as the desired quality and standard that we want to happen in every educational establishment. It can also be used as the principle of comparison to encourage and supervise the verification, evaluation and quality assurance educationally.

 

Nattaya, Mathuroj and Sirirat (1999) has said, the Educational Standards means “What students should know” and the “ability to do” which amounts to a teaching style which put more emphasis on the learning process of students in all aspects: the course layout, the teaching styles, the evaluation of education via the use of the media as well as the teachers, all of whom will be required to develop in accordance with the other factors. The Basic Education Standards has the goal of aiding learners in leading their life in society, being good citizen who would be ready to step forward into higher levels of education and working life.

 

Reigeluth (2011) pointed out that standards exists in many forms like Content Standards, Performance Standards, Opportunity-to-Learn Standards and World Class Standards; all of which have two implications: 1) Setting standards which meld all learners so that they carry the same desired attributes 2) Helping to adjust the system to allow learners to be able to develop at their own pace and liking.

 The Basic Educational Curriculum 
 

Watanaphorn (2002) had thoroughly assessed the Basic Educational Standards for the year 2001 and had commented on how it has improved from the evaluation given to the re-issued curriculum of the year 1990. The aim of the Constitution of Thailand of the year 1997 and the enactment for national education of the year 1999 as well as by the changes caused by globalization and Clause 27 of the National Education Act culminates in the materials and standards required for the management of Basic Education. All learners must study the same content and as to create a sense of pride in their home country includes materials that encourage them to be good, able and law-abiding citizens. In addition, it should also pave the way for higher education and better life.

The curriculum for the Basic Education of the year 2001 has the structure of 4 key stages in accordance with the development of the learners. The first key stage is in early primary school from P1 to P3. The second key stage is in late primary school from P4 to P6. The third  key stage is in early secondary school from M1-M3. The fourth key stage is in late secondary school from M4-6. There are altogether 8 strands of studies namely 1) Thai language 2) Mathematics 3) Science 4) Social Studies, Religions and Cultures 5) Health and Physical Education 6) Art 7) Vocational skills and technology studies 8) Foreign Languages.

 

Somwang (2003- 2004) summarizes the procedure for developing the Basic Educational Standards, as having involved the analysis of many documents on the philosophy of teaching, vision and societal changes. There were meetings to brainstorm on how best to improve the standards and find a suitable indicator, which can be use consistently with the target of developing the state of education in the country. Moreover, there are processing and synthesizing of professional opinions from the field which is then used to modify the educational standards along with creating an indicator to be used for public hearing and to draft the standards in order of their importance and indicators.

 

The Institute for the Promotion of Teaching Science and Technology (IPST) pronounced that the Basic Educational Standards of the year 2001 does have some benefits such as the promotion of a decentralized form of education with more participation in the countryside, more contributions made available to individual institutions and the promotion of a holistic approach to developing learners.  However, it does not reflect certain educational standards, therefore the Board of Basic Educational Standards has assigned for the Core Curriculum for Basic Education of the year 2009 to contained more clarity, more suitability and more relevance to the aforementioned standards.

 

The Core Curriculum for Basic Education of the year 2009 contained 8 strands of knowledge (same as that of the standards in 1999) and consists of educational policies, the objective, performance and the characteristics of the learners at each level. All of which are desirable, knowledgeable and doable.
 The indicators are,
 1) Yearly benchmark for compulsory education (Prathom 1 to Mattayom 3 or Grade1- 9)

2) Key stage benchmark for students studying in late secondary school (Mattayom 4 to Mattayom 6 or Grade10- 12)

 

Leading Life in a diverse society

 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 2008 laid out the limitations in the ability to lead one’s life, in study and in work as well as an individual’s role as an invaluable asset to their community with the system emphasis being starting by oneself and finding the way to develop the skills necessary for success. In this case, it can be separated into 5 categories:

 

1) The ability to think sensibly

2) A correct usage of languages, symbols and communications

3) Self-management

4) Relationship with family and others

5) Contribution and supports given to society

 

PhraDhammaPidok (P.O. Payutto) and PhraDhammaPidok (Phra Tosapol Kemapilato) have both remarked that education is the right and true path to evolving happiness. Phra Tosapol has stated that there are altogether five main principles towards living happily in society: 1) Living in peace 2) Sufficiency Economy 3) A warm, loving family 4) Good Health and 5) Strong community

 

Related Research 
Supak (2010) has concluded the striving forward and raising the level of quality in the Basic Educational management by stating that leading institutions with academic development centre would normally experience success from developing the lessons than other institutions without one.

 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (2004) have shown the target, the form and the result of the education provided to the learners in Competencies Models, which explains about the Minimum Competencies of learners in each year and what is expected of them. The Ministry also ran tests to evaluate as to whether or not the learners have reached the level expected of them in the Competencies Models.

 
Methodology 
The development of standards for leading life in a society with diversity at the basic level of education has 3 phases. 

Phase 1: Study, research and collect the educational standards of other countries.

Phase 2: Organize two rounds of Focus group

Phase 3: Interview specialists from different fields, using structured questions/ carry out a survey with open-ended questions which is distributed to a sample group who will be expected to answer according to their own ideas (to be handed back in once completed).

 

Data gathering and Target groups

 The data gathered from the first mission are documents that concern designing educational standards.

 

The data gathered from the second mission are opinions and suggestions gathered from specialists from profession with no less than 10 years of experience in their respective fields. The sample group has been selected by Purposive Sampling in conformity with the fixed criteria from July to November 2010.  (10 and 14 qualified specialists participated in the first and second round of Focus group respectively)
 

The data gathered from the third mission was provided via a group of representatives, including teachers and administrators who worked in various institutes from all the regions of Thailand (North, Northeast, Central, South and in Bangkok). This was done in the form of Cluster Sampling during January and March 2010.

 
Summary of Findings

From the study derived an arrays of topics that are presented in academic benchmarks, sub standards and standards. The draft version of Living Harmoniously in Social Diversity Standards may be revealed as following:
Living in Social Diversity Standards and Benchmarks designed for the Basic Education 

Standard 1: Students are able to live harmoniously in social diversity

Benchmark:

Level 3: To be able to live successfully and happily in social diversity

Level 2: To be able to live happily in social diversity

Level 1: To be able to live in social diversity

Sub- standards:

1.1 Acceptance and respect of differences in ways of lives, culture, religious, governance, and beliefs

1.1.1 Students demonstrate an understanding towards others when interacting and socializing in cultural diversity
1.1.2 Students perform good conducts and manners, praise and respect others appropriately in accordance with differences of ages, statuses and social ranks
1.2 Encouragement of Equity in living together
1.2.1 Students eulogize and commend those with trustworthy demeanors

1.2.2 Students deny all behaviors that show signs of unfairness

1.2.3 Students encourage and support others to attain equity in the society

1.3 Performing Community service, having social responsibility and social awareness
1.3.1 Students take into account  matter of helping others in the society as much as possible without being asked to do so

1.3.2 Students cooperate and assist in all public concerns as a good civic

1.4 Observance of rules, regulations, laws, rights, duty, equality and freedom of one own and others 
1.4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding concerning human rights, civic duties and responsibilities including freedom of one own and others 

1.4.2 Students are well disciplined and never disregard others’ rights, nor act as a  disruptive or a nuisance 

1.4.3 Students observe and abide by the rules, regulations and laws

1.4.4 Students live a life for the benefit of others, rather than that of one own

Standard 2: Students are able to manage his or her own life and working condition satisfactorily

Benchmark:

Level 3: To be able to manage life and working condition in social diversity successfully

Level 2: To be able to manage life and working condition in social diversity happily

Level 1: To be able to manage life and working condition in social diversity

Sub-Standards

2.1 Competency in Work management 

2.1.1  Students acquire perseverance, industriousness and attain virtuous career

2.1.2 Students develop a practical expense and saving planning, using a sufficiency economical approach

2.2 Competency in Prioritization 

2.2.1 Students apply self actualization skill: enable to understand, access, synthesize and evaluate one own strong and weak points, then make informed decisions to improve oneself

2.2.2  Students lay firm objectives in life both in short and long terms

2.2.3  Students have proper time management, prioritizing appropriately

2.2.4 Students encourage self development and enhance one’s full potential, in order to achieve the highest goal
2.3 Emotional Quotient 

2.3.1 
Students realize one’s own emotion and able to express it appropriately

2.3.1 
Students take control of one’s own emotion even in the state of emergency 

2.3.3 
Students have optimistic points of views

2.4 Competency in Environmental and resources utilization management 

2.4.1 Students apprehend oneself as a world citizen; comprehend both holistic and fragmentary picture of life; associate and relate all subjects as one

2.4.2   Students able to utilize the limited resources efficiently and systematically; value and develop social ecosystem attitude and awareness

2.4.3   Students treasure and conserve environment

2.5 Religion dependability and inspiration in life 

2.5.1   Students comprehend the basic philosophy behind his or her own religion;     and able to apply it to his or her own daily life

2.5.2   Students express his or her own thoughts with appropriate words and right conducts relevant to his or her own religion, all of which are warmly regarded by the society

2.5.3   Students demonstrate adaptability and flexibility skills when uniting in societies.

2.5.4   Students express generosity, compassion, consideration and love towards all living things

Standard 3: Students are competent in using varieties of tools and obtain abroad insight

Benchmark:

Level 3: Students are competent and successful in using varieties of tools and obtain abroad insight 

Level 2:  Students are competent and content in using varieties of tools and obtain abroad insight 

Level 1: Students are competent in using varieties of tools and obtain abroad insight 

3.1 Language Use

3.1.1 
Students communicate positively and efficiently by using local dialect, Thai and foreign languages 

3.1.2 
Students apply his or her language skills to create peacefulness in societies

3.1.3 
Students apply language as a tool to motivate sustainable learning and to develop and create peace on earth

3.2 Computer and Technology Literacy

3.2.1 
Students show understanding of computer and technology know-how beyond standard and put it to use appropriately

3.2.2 
Students apply computer technology to construct creative work 

3.3 Seeking and Knowledge Management

3.3.1 
Students investigate valuable information and able to refer it effectively

3.3.2 
Students put all knowledge learned to use successfully

3.3.3   Students advocate, deliver, and contribute in initiating the learning communities. 

 How to deploy “Living Harmoniously in Social Diversity Standard”
Standard 1 Students are able to live harmoniously in social diversity

1) School superintendents administer a policy, strategy and a subjective operational plan; assign responsibility, and also be a role model. 

2) Teachers and instructors treat all students equally and accept individually diverse students before applying and designing connections between standards and other strands. 

3) Students study individual differences; abide by the school’s regulations; accept differences and listen to those who think differently from them

Standard 2 Students are able to manage his or her own life and working condition.

1) School superintendents adjust the curriculum, the teaching and learning, the research that are in accordance with students’ learning development which may facilitate students into accomplishing the standards  

2)  Teachers and instructors study communities’ needs, those of which would benefit both students and communities  in careers making and income raising; strengthening attitudes and principles in doing private occupations; sustainable economic; working safety.

3) Students should choose to study what they are interested in and participate in school activities in order to gain experience in life. 

Standard 3 Students are competent in using varieties of tools and obtain abroad insight

1)   School superintendents administer a policy, budget allocating, providing technology needed to assist staff and students and promoting the correct and appropriate language use.

2)    Teachers and instructors reinforce that students should speak and use correct and appropriate languages.  

3)  Students should practice using correct and appropriate languages; select the second language to study according to their interests; search for opportunity to be trained or go on an educational trip; practice using the language with native speakers of the same age.

Evaluation:

1. Evaluate holistically all subjects concerned include school, context, input, process and output, starting from the beginning right through the end of the research procedures.

2. Evaluate only a fragmentary of the result of the standards deployment which may be conducted by the students themselves and/ or their friends, teachers or even outsiders, evaluating commences from the comparison made after a period of time. Evaluation can be done in the same fashion as how the whole system assessed or may be done in a formative or summative way.
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