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MYTH OF THE TEACHER-HERO 
ò Underlying the stand-alone 

teaching tradition is the mythical 

belief that a single person ðthe 

teacher-hero ð can meet all of the 

individual learning needs of the 

diverse students in a classroom. It 

is time to abandon this obsolete 

notion. The future of education will 

be built around a clear 

understanding that quality teaching 

and learning are not individual 

accomplishments.ó  

National Commision on Teaching and Americaõs Future NCTAF: Carroll, 2008 



òòQuality teaching and learning result from the collective 

effort of individuals who join forces to teach and learn 

at a level that is beyond what any of them can 

accomplish alone ð teachers, principals, parents and 

students working together to prepare students for 

successful participation in a complex world. In a 

successful learning organization quality teaching is a 

team sportó (pg. 6). 

National Commission on Teaching and Americaõs Future NCTAF: Carroll, 2008 















WHAT IS THE IMPACT ON STUDENTS? 

THEIR LEARNING? ENGAGEMENT? 

òTest & survey from teaching pairs at St Cloud 

University in Minnesota (2004-2008) 

òTeacher reports from UC Santa Barbara Pilot 

(2010-2011) 











WHAT STUDENTS REPORT 

òAble to work in smaller groups 

òMore individualized time from a teacher 

òGet questions answered more often in the 

moment (rather than later at lunch, e.g.) 

òStudents behave better 

òLess interruptions, more efficiency (passing out 

papers, homework checked, etc.) 

Data from St Cloud Survey of Gr 7-12 students (N=149) and focus groups (N=596) 

And self-report data from teachers in UC Santa Barbara pilot 



CO-TEACHING   (UC SANTA BARBARA 2010) 

What are they doing? 
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